
 

15 sailors redeemed from a case of human trafficking. 

Walked into the office on a Tuesday morning mid-September and the 

driver at missions informs me that there are a few Filipino sailors who 

are in need of help and are currently at immigration.  Luckily they just 

went to have their passports stamped. They inform us, I, rev Charles and 

Cassiem (ITF) of their situation. 15 of them have been given contracts for 

one year and to work on one specific fishing trawler (vessel cannot be 

named)  since March however (when their contracts begun) they have 

been placed on three different vessels. Their contracts have stipulated 

that they were to work for 8 hours a day for 250 us dollars a month. 

However they have only been getting 50 us dollars pm and their family 

another 50 us dollars. They were promised by the owners of the vessels 

that they will receive the remaining amount once their years’ work has 

ended.  They had also informed us that they have been eating a bowl of rice three times a day and 

expired sausage as well as murky/un-sanitized water to drink, with that they have only been paid for 

two of the months that they have been working. Rev Charles and I agreed that we should call the 

IOM (international organisation for migration) as we felt it was a case of human trafficking. The IOM 

immediately took the case, and less than a week later they were placed in a safe house. Since then 

they have all returned home.  A huge thank-you must go out to IOM, the ITF and the mission to 

seafarers here in Cape Town for their efforts and contributions. 

This is exactly why about 80% of my focus here at Biblia is on fisherman, humble human beings who 

are sometimes treated like animals. 


