
Modern-day slave labour still rife among fisherman 

 

This may very well be the fourth consecutive week that fisherman 

have come to us; BIBLIA, ITF and MTS wanting help to go home 

because of their poor and inhumane working conditions. Many 

fisherman sign contracts, which in appearance, seem attractive, but 

when on board, is far from the case. Fishermen then sign these - one 

two, sometimes three year contracts with the hopes that they can 

provide for their families and at least have some chance at life. Sadly, 

once they are on board (generally after two months) most of them 

stop getting paid and many work up to 19 hour shifts a day, with rice 

being sometimes their only meal (three times a day). Sadly there is 

no official body to represent them or help them deal with these 

issues. They therefor come to The Seaman’s Centre where BIBLIA 

and MTS are situated, with the hopes that they can receive help 

either from us, the ITF or IOM. What’s even sadder and heart 

breaking, is that according to Rev. Charles (from the MTS), is that this 

has been happening at Cape Town ports, and many ports all over the 

world for the last 40 years. It seems that everyone turns a blind eye 

to it. Approximately 90% percent of my work is now focused just on 

the fisherman, most of them coming from Indonesia, the Philippines 

and China.  

Just two days ago, I visited some fisherman, one of which was urinating on the deck of the vessel.  I 

drove 100 meters up the road, and again, another Chinese fisherman was urinating on the deck on the 

vessel. It may seem disgusting to you, but if you had to take a look at some of the conditions of these 

fishing vessels, you would see that these fisherman have no other choice. 

Our job and mission is then to create awareness regarding such issues. Sadly it happens not only in the 

maritime industry but in many industries all around the world. Doing theology should always be one of 

servanthood, serving others in the same way Christ served the broken hearted and down trodden in 

antiquity. 

  

 

 

 


